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MOROCCO. 
TANGIER. 


Sir Charles Euan-Smith to the Marquis of Salisbury. 


My Lord, Langier, April 22, 1892. 

Severav of the local newspapers here have been publishing 
statements to the effect that British Trade in this country has 
recently been seriously affected by foreign competition, and had 
in consequence suffered an appreciable diminution in bulk and 
value; I therefore thought it advisable to address a Circular 
Despatch to the Consular Officers upon the Coast, drawing their 
attention to the statements that had been made, and requesting 
them, after careful study, to furnish me with a Report upon the 
whole subject. I also invited them to make any suggestions that 
might occur to them indicative of measures whereby the further 
development of British Trade in Morocco might. be encouraged. 

I have now the honour to transmit herewith copy of the 
Circular above alluded to and the Reports which I have received 
in reply, a3 also the copy of a Report upon the Present State of 
British Trade generally in Morocco which Mr. White has prepared 
at my request. 

lt ia satisfactory to learn from these Reports that notwith 
standing the persistent statements to the contrary, Great Britain 
has maintained its position in the Trade in this country, and has not 
as yet suffered to any great extent from the competition of other 
nations. 

All the Reports naturally point to the great need of Com 
mercial and Administrative Reform as the only means of 
improving our trade relations, and under your Lordship’s 
instructions every effort will now be made to obtain substantial 
concessions from the Sultan in connection with this important 


question. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) C. B. EUAN-SMITH. 
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Circular. 


Sir, Tangier, February 1, 1892. 

Havine heard it stated that the Trade of Great Britain with 
Morocco has of late years been seriously affected by the 
Competition of other Countries, and that thereis danger im the 
future of a still greater falling-off in our Trade owing to tlie 
increasing activity of foreign firms and greater shipping facilities 
they are obtaining, I am desirous of learning what amount of 
truth there may ‘be in this statement, and how British Trade 
with Morocco can be further developed.. I request you, therefore, 
to have the goodness to carefully study the question and to 
gather such information as it may be in your power to obtain, 
and then to furnish me with.a ‘Report on the subject. 

The questions noted in the Inciosure sent herewith 
indicate to you the direction in whiclr your enquiries might be 
made, bit I shall at the sametime'be glad oftany-other:information 
bearing on the subject. 


Lam, &c., EAs San tet 
(Signed)  C..B. EV:AN-SMITH. 





Inclosure. 


~ 


1, Has British trade in your district appreciably declined or 
‘increased ? 


(a) As regards imports from Great Britain, 
(6). As-regards exports to Great Britain, 
State date and cause of decreasé or increase. 


2, Has it been materially affected by foreign, competition 
recently ? 


If so: (2) By conipetition of-what countries 2: 
(b): In what articles ? 
(c) Since what date ? 
(d) For what cause ? 
(e) What-remedy is there ? 


8. Are there any articles of import into Moroceo- in-which 
other foreign countries at present command the market;-and‘which 
might be supplied by Great Britain ? ‘ : 


If so (2) Enumerate the articles. 
(6) State what country now supplies them. 
(c) Suggest, if possible, how Great Britain could win 
the market. 
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_4 Can you make any suggestion for the advancement of 
British trade in general in this country ? 
5. Is your district visited by foreign commercial travellers ? 


If so (a) Of what nationality ? 
(b) Have they been successful in obtaining large 
orders? 


~ What trade could, in your opinion, be fostered in this country 
by commercial travellers? What qualifications to language, &c., 
should the travellers possess ? 





Memorandum on the Present State of British Trads in Morocco. 


Axsstraor of Contents. 
os Pace 
Memorandum on the present state of British trade in Moroceo .. oe «68 
‘Report of Her Majesty’s Consul at Mogador .. oa we oe . = 67 


Fluctuation of British trade .. oe oe oe ve ee «. =F 
Foreign competition .. oe ee te ac oe aie -- 10 
Special foreign articles ry oe se ee ae oe se ve 14 
Develupmont of British frade .. ee as oo ae ov » 44 
‘Commercial travellers .. 0% ws as ee ae ee os «16 
Report of Her Majesty’s Vice-Congul at Rabat =. .. oe oe e- 16 

: 49 i 5 ‘s » Mazagan .. se ve eo. «21 
” ” ” 3 ” Dar-el-Baida ae ae ee 22 

” ” ” ” ” Laraiche oe ee ee ee 24 


9 » ” % ” As ee ae ee ee 24 


All the Consular officers in their reports agree that there has 
been no falling-off in the trade of Great Britain with this country 
in recent years; on the contrary they are of opinion that Great 
Britain has maintained its position in the general trade of 
Morocco, and has had its fair share in the increased commercial 
activity which has resulted from recent favourable seasons and 
good crops. 

It is true that from the accompanying general table of exports 
and imports, during the years 1885-90, it would at first sight 
appear that whilst the trade of other countries has considerably 
facreased that of Great Britain has remained stationary, but a 
closer enquiry into the matter and a careful consideration of the 
commercial reports for those years and of the detailed statistical 
tables annexed thereto will show that the difference is more 
apparent than real. 

The most misleading element in the statistical tables of 
imports appended to the commercial reports i that no distinction 
is drawn between country of origin and country of shipment. 
Goods are classed as imports from the country whence they were 
finally shipped for Morozeo, whether they are the product of that 
country or have merely come there for transhipment. Thus, in 
former years, when owing to the absence of other means of 
communication nearly all imports reached this country either vid 
London or Gibraltar on the one hand, or vid Marseilles or Oran on 
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the other, goods coming from Northern Europe, Germany, 
Belgium, Holland, &c., -beirig trariskipped ‘in London. ‘were 
classed as British impovyts, -as also were products. of other 
countries Which reached Tangier vid: Gibraltar, whilst it -was.only 
articles of Swiss, Italian, and Austrian origin that coming vid 
Marseilles: were classed as French imports. ~ 

A glance at the accompanying comparative table of shipping 
entered at Moorish ports during the years 1886 and 1890 
respectively willshow that-during those-five years there hasbeen 
a‘most important change in.thé catrying-trade to this. country: 
British shipping; whilst stationary.in regard. to tonnage, +has 
actually fallen-off in regard to the number of vessels. Thi 
decrease is only noticeable -in the vessels running between 
Tangier and Gibraltar, and. is attributable in part to a tendency 
to-direct ‘trade’ ‘in preference to the. interwmediary of -Gibialtar 
shipping agencies, and partly. to the exclusion of Moorish dead 


_meat from the Gibraltax market. ‘French. shipping shows an 


unimportant incréase,,but there has been .in.enormous.increase in 
German-and Spunish shipping, due to the establishment of lines 
cf steamers from these countries éalling regularly.at the Moorish 
ports. 7 _ ~ he aa 

’ The result: of the-establishment of -these ‘ines. has-been. that 


whilst more comes from France, and a considérable' quantity from 
Spain. . 
ee Due allowance being made for all these circumstances it will 
be found that Great Britain has fact sharéd im due proportion 
in the general increase of trade, and that the competition of 
foreign countries has not affected her trade in Morocco to any 
great extent. thos te . ; 
The increase in French imports ‘is attributable to the great 
demand for loaf sugar, which is supplied almost, éexclusivély by 
Yrance. ; : ee 
In 1885 ‘the value of loaf sugar imported into Morocco ‘was 
164,6491.,.in the following year it was 208,633/., and’in 1890 it 
had risen to. 10,4407, “The increase observable in theas figures 
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tallies with the increase in the total value of French imports of 
which they form the larger portion. 

The other principal articles figuring amongst French imports 
are cloth and raw -silk (neither of which, however, is of French 
- origin) anid manufactured silk. 

German. manufacturers have lately shown great activity in this penne 
country. One of the first steps taken by them was to despatch a aenihitod: 
steamer to the coast ports in 1886 fitted up as an exhibition of 
German products. ‘This steamer visited all the Moorish ports 
and obtained a certain amount of success. German commercial 
travellers have-also visited the principal towns and obtained orders, 
offering as an inducement to purchasers greater facilities in the 
way of credit, but notwithstanding these efforts German trade 

_ with Morocco has not. yet attained any great importance.. The 
chief’ articles of imports are cloth, sateen, glassware, hardware, 
and beer. 

Spain has also made great effuris of late years to increase its 
commerce with Morocco, the immigration of Spaniards has been 
encouraged. Chambers of commerce, hospitals, &c., have been 
established: in Tangier, and a line of mail steamers has been 
subsidised. Spanish manufactures are nevertheless not in mach 
request among the Moors. 

Turning to the question as to whether there are any articles 
‘now supplied to this market by foreign countries which might be 
produced by British manufacturers, we find that there is little cause 
for increased activity on the part of British traders. The principal 
articles imported in 1890 and their approximate values were :— 


£ 


e Cottons es ee ee ee oe o* oe 707,500 
Sugar aa ee ve oe es oe ee 310,500 
Ten .. ee ee ae oe oe oe ee 75,000 
Cloth oe ee ee oe ee oe ee 56,000 
Raw silk 4. ee ee we oe ee oe 60,000 
Candies oe ee es os oe se oe 32,500 


Of these.cottons, tea, and candles come nearly exclusively from 
Geat Britain. In sugar (with existing bounties) and in raw silk 
we cannot hope to compete with France, but there appears to be 
no reason why British looms should not be able to produce cloths 
of a quality and price adapted to this country, te. cloths of inferior 
quality but with a glossy surface and of bright colours at about 
As. per yard. The only cloths of British manufacture that now 
have a sale in Morocco are those known as army cloths. The 
cloth trade is more important than would appear from the figures 
for 1890, as in the preceding year the value of cloths imported 
exceeded 120,0001. 

As is pointed out in the reports under consideration the only 
means by which we can expect to further develop British trade in 
Morocco are the adoption by the Sultan ‘of a more enlightened 
policy and general measures of reform which would throw the 
country more open to commercial enterprise, and ky greatly in- 
creasing the value of the exports would bring more money Into 
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the country, and thus necessarily extend the market for imports. 
The principal measures to suggest themselves are :—~ 

1. Reduction of export duties, particularly those on-cereals. 

2. Removal of restriction on exportation -of-live stock. 

3. Permission for foreigners to acquire. land and house pro- 
perty, so as to enable them to build suitable stores, and_ also to 
practise a better system of farming, and prob»bly-to introduce new 
agricultural producis. 

4. Development of the-mineral wealth of the country. 

5. Construction of railway lines to the principal centres, or, at 
least, of roads and bridges, so as to render land transport always 
possible-and less expensive. 

6. Port improvements. 

7. Opening of a-port south of Mogador. 

8. Administrative reform and establishment of mixed tribunals 
av other courts, where a just and impartial trial could be ensured 
for as questions, so as. to render commercial confidence 
possible. : 

It would appear to be only to. measures of this nature that 
we can look for any great increase of British trade in-this country ; 
and there is no reason to fear that in the extension that would 
oo résulé to trade Great Britain would not have the larger 
share. 

Results of Commercial travellers, principally sent by foreign firms, do 

efforts of visit, this country, but the general opinion seems to be that, with 

commercial 2 : 

travellern. the exception of the cloth trade, no very great measure of success 
has attained their visits. 


TABLE showing the Total Value of all Articles Exported from 
: and Imported to Morocco from and to Foreign Countries 
during the Years 1885-90. 


Turrorrs. 








Nations. 1885, 














£ _£ £ 
935,767 999,959 | 1,042,465 992,539 


F 
Great Britain .,.{ 949,700 
327,281 | 334°762 418,682 431,351 


France ose eee 289,710 


Germany ... .| 16,129 33,719 27,931 38,969 69,635 
Spain ce oaeet 46,450 64,772 75,617 97,701 105,529 
‘ Other countries }..] 11,940 40,664 26,059 83,037 95,945 





Total ... o-|_ 1,313,929 1,301,203 | 1,464,388 | 1,679,954 | 1,695,019 


































Nations. 1885. 1886. 1887. 1883. 1889. 1890, 
. £ £. s | «£ £ 
Great Britain...) 627,444 | 550,285 | 455,986 | 600,095 | 905,978 | 587,893 





285,402 229,416 372,228 510,235 


France soo evel «= 823,125 - 379,579 























(ZETMANY ove ao 164 ove 4,652 . 12,072 _ 6,447 62,248 
Spain se eeel 142,867 235,801 168,545 167,274 233,143 258,085 
Uther countries ... eee ove 74,712 45,429 70,442 105,967 

Total 0 ase 1,245,001 | 1,284,585 939,297 | 1,054,286 | 1,488,239 | 1,624,428 
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“Tasue of Shipping Entered at the Ports of Morocco during the 
Years 1886-90. 























1886. 1890. 
eee: Number of Number of 
ANumbDer 0 umber 0o 
Vessels, Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
Great Britain .. re 830 250,669 678 263,458 
France .. oe oe B54 . 233,015 380 265,896 
Germany ae eof. 26 8,624 V1 129,863 
Spain .. ee ae 605 89,110 1171 222,644 
Total oe ‘oe 1,931 556,171 2,658 936,865 
MoGapor. 


Fluctuations of British Trade. 


Mr. Consul Payton reports as follows :-— 

The annexed tables, showing the fluctuations of British trade British share 
with this port during the past 12 years, point to the satisfactory ee rs 
conclusion that the preponderance of British commerce has been 
well maintained, the share of Great Britain in the general trade 
during the first-six years of the period averaging about 63 per 
cent. of the whole, and during the latter six (1886 to 1891) 62 dyerases of 
per cent., but there is a regrettable diminution shown for the ending 1891. 
years 1890 and 1891. 

The statistics of importation viewed separately give a still Zspecially in 
more satisfactory result, the share claimed by Great Britain imports. 
during 1880 to 1885 being close upon 70 per cent., while during 
the six years’ period ending in December, 1891, the proportion 
has averaged 72 per cent., the large percentage in 1888 (803 per 
cent.) being a considerable contribution to this result, while in 
1891 it was 70 per cent., and in 1889, the worst year of these 
six, 642 per cent. 
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Annex A.—Tase showing General Trade with Mogador during 
the Years 1880-91 inclusive, and Share of Great Britain 
including Gibraltar. 


> 





Grogs Total of 

















‘ Share of Great: 
Year, Pte: ~ Britain, Percentage. 
£ £ . 

188) .. ve oe ws 322,775 214,650 64 
1881 .. 020 «wwe Sse | 3~S 58,225 214,905 ., 60 
1882*,, oe oe oe 471,729 232,252 .. _ 49 
1883 .. ee oe oe 306,916. 190,917 62 
1884 on ee es oe 273,987 20,071 Ze G4 
1885... 00 «ete See | = 488,105 325,580 70 

Average of the six years .. a oe 63% 
1886 .. oo ee oe 866,584 367,074 65 
1887 .. ve oe oe 362,212 237,666 65 
1888 .. oe oo oe 871,851 278,704 75 
1889 ee oe “oo ee 565,032 343,048 60 
1890}.. se * Ss oe 627,138 328,146 52 
1891 .. ee oe oe 673,771 382,893 55. 

Average of the six years.. oe ve 62 


ed 
- > - 


* A year of partial famine, owing to drought. 
+ German lines of steamers commenced ranning. 


Effect of The falling-off in the proportion of the last two years is doubt- 
service 0f Jess mainly attributable to German competition, as two lines of 
German. .., German steamers commenced to work the Morocco coast in 
December, 1889, and February, 1890, and still continue. 
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Annex B.—TasiEe showing Imports to Mogador during the 
Yeare 1880-91 inclusive, and Share of Great Britain. 


























Year. Total Imports. ae Be — Percentage. 
£ £ 

1880 .. oe oe Pe 161,283 119,830 G4 
1881 .. ee “s os 159,951, 107,270 67 
1882*., ee es és 199,585 * 106,234 53 
1883 .. oe oe oe 116,079 76,032 65 
1884 .. eo oo oo 131,219 109,006 83 
1885 .. oe = ww wef «= 212,619 164,307 17 

Average cf the six years .. ae 53 698 
-1886 oe ee oe ee 255,091 192,729 75k 
1887 .. es ve Se 182,481 137,959 75k 
1888f.. *s on --| 197,259 159,166 80} 
1889 .. ee ea ee 283,915 184,122 64% 
1g90f.. ee ae us 303,128 199,558 65% 
1891f.. se és +; 370,352 261,349 70 

Average of the six years .. eo “ 72 





* Partial famine. Large importation of barley and flour from France. 

+ Considerable increase in cottons; also many German and Belgian gocds sent 
vii London. 

{ Would probably have been larger, but for German competition. 


Annex C.—Taste showing Exports from Mogador during the 
Years 1880-91 inclusive, and Share of Great Britain, 
including Gibraltar. 


a aa emma mana neat aT aaa aaa eae aaaaaaacaaaaa 





























Year. Potal Exports. Be 6 Percentage, 
: £ £ 

1880 oe oe ee ve 171,492 94,820 55°3 
1881 ee ee ee ee 198,274 107,635 §4°3 
1882 .. oo oe os 272,144 126,018 46°3 
1883 oe oo oo oo 190,887 114,885 60°2 
1884 .. és we ‘3 142,768 95,065 66°6 
1885 .. ee is es 250,586 161,273 64°3 

Average of the six years .. ee ee 578 
1886 .. oe ee ers 311,493 174,345 56°0 
1887 .. as a cP 179,731 99,707 55'd 
1888 . ss oe es 174,592 119,538 68°5 
1889 .. ee oe ee 281,117 158,926 56°5 
1890 oe ae ee ee 324,010 128,588 39°7 
1891 oo ee oe ee 393,419 121,544 40°1 

Average of the six years .. a a 52:0 


Neen emer temmammena immanent eae eS aaina saan aaaamaaamaaacasaasacasaaascaaaaaaasasaaad 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 


Foreign 
goods vit 
London. 


Germany. 


-10 MOROCCO, 


Anne D.—Tasxe showing the Distribution of all Imports and 
Exports at Mogador during 1891. 























Imports, | Exports. 
Country. ear 
: } 
Value. - | Percentage. Value. | Percentage. 
. £ Ee eg a 
Great Britain andj « 

Gibraltar .. oe] 261,349 706 121,644 40 
Franie .. oo ae 69,508 188 116,402 B82 
Germany e ee 18,725 60 28,727 95 
Morocco coast .. ae 11,904 3:2 27,633 92 
Spain .. Se ae 4,545 12 5,383 17 
Belgium oe oe 4,321 . 12 ee ae 
Portugal oe oe se oe 8,780 12 

Total ee os 370,352 - oe 302,419 ee 





_ Of the foregoing tables, A and B, especially the latter, show 
results eminently gratifying te commercial patriotism, as indi- 
eating a very satisfactory British “lion’s share” of the trade of 
Mogador. But, viewing the subject more closely, we find that, 
in the import table, at any rate, the figures are liable to a certain, 
or, more correctly speaking, an uncertain discount, as there is po 
doubt that, for some years prior to 1890, a considerable quantity 
of goods of German, and some of Belgian origin had, previous 
te the service of the Morocco coast by the German lines of 
steamers “ Woermann” and “ Atlas,” been sent hither vid London 
in English steamers, and, therefore, somewhat illusively swelled 
the totals of importation from Great Britain, and even ttow some 
‘German merchandise, including cloth, will be found coming by 
the English steamers from London. 

Making full allowance for this drawback, it is evident that « 
satisfactory proportion of genuine British trade has been steadily 
maintained, except that the last two years show 2% eomewhat 
marked daminusion ja the Gritish share of exports, 


Loreign Competition. 


The sorapetition of Germany has undeniably affected British 
trade here to «u appresianle extent, especially during the last 
two years, owiny to the running of the two lives of German 
steamers, and the enerzy of their agents aud of other German 
merchants recently estzblished here. Previous to this, in 1886, 
the German steamer * Gottorp,” laden with samples of German 
products of ail linds, had beea paving the way for German trade 


“by working up and Gown the Morocco cosat, visiting Mogador 


five times. 

Among articles in which this competition is tel. may be 
mentioned cloth, sugar, candles, beer, and cheap hardwere, 
including toy and fancy goods. 
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With reference to cloth, I have frequently alluded, in my cloth, 
general commercial reports to Fler Majesty’s Government, to the 
large proportion of German cloth which was imported here even 
before the advent of the German steamers, and in my report for 
1886 I wrote :—‘ Of the cloth coming from England a good 
deal is of German origin, and I have already sent home samples of 
the kinds imported here at Casablanca (Dar-el-Braida), with prices 
and other particulars, from which it appears that, though the 
quality of the goods is certainly not superior to that which our 
Leeds and Bradford manufacturers can supply, but rather the 
reverse, yet the Germans here, as elsewhere, are more 
pushing in the extension of their foreign trade, offering, even when 
they do not actually undersell us, the advantages of longer credits 
and easier terms of payment than British firms care to give. 

German sugar showed the value of 9,3501 in 1891. Sugar. 

Tke importation of candles from Germany direct only candtes, 
amounted to 1,000/., but I have seen on this market candles 
coming from England, and with names of British firme on the 
packets, yet avowedly “made in Germany.” 

German beer seems to suit local consumers better than our Beer, 
heavier British products, and whereas a few years back there was 
a very small quantity of beer imported, but nearly al] from 
England, now there is a muck larger amount, but nearly all from 
Germany, the figures for 1891 beimg—Germany, 493/.; England, 

821. 
The light German beer seems to be put on the market here at 
- the rate of about 6s. 6d. to 7s. per dozen., wholesale. 

Cheap hardware, toy and fancy goods, and extremely cheap Hardware. 
cutiery, form also rather a German speciality, and affect the 
market of superior and more durable British wares among the 
natives, who, seeking only cheapness, are attracted by goods 
made rather for sale than for use. 

The following analysis of the development of German trade Development 
may be of interest. of German 

In 1886, the imports consisted of 1,2001 worth of sugar; in tose 
1887, sugar 5,2651,, sundries 1002.; 14 1868, sugar 2,850/., beer 
1401.; in 1889, beer 497., deals.861., steel 362., sugar 96/., sundries 
185/.; in 1890, beer 289/., candles 576/., china 154/., cloth 8502., 
cotton goods 125/., deals 165/., empty casks 570/., furniture 691., 
glassware 192/., hardware 1,578/., iron 102, matches 4401., paint 
101., perfumery 86/., provisions 202, spices 75l., stationery 121. 
wines and spirits 24/., suger 1,0321., sundries 2041. 

In 1891 the variety at tirst sight appears less, but the statistics 
J have been abie to procure show that a lerge number of possibly 
interesting articles have been laraped together under the head of 
“sundries.” We find beer, 4932.; candles, 1,200/.; coffee, 4001. ; 
deals, 2451.; empty casks, 422].; paint, 502.; rice, 3601. ; spirits 
and wine, 1,119. (a large inczease) 5 sugar, 9,350/.; and sundries, 
53361. 

The direct export trade to Germany only commenced in 1890 Exports. 
with almonds, 12,600J.; beans, £13/.; beeswax, 7201.; citrons, 
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321.; cummin-seed, 507/.; goatskins, 751.; gums, 9001.; olive oil, 
29;2487.; orris root, 361.5; sesame, 33/.; wines and spirits (samples 
of native make), 27. 

We find’a larger variety in 1891, viz., almonds, 8,5501.; bees- 
wax, 2,304/.; calfskins, 1082; citrons, 3207. ; cummin, 241. ; esparto, 
61.5; goatskins, 801l.; gums, 2,250/.; oil, 10;7102.; orris root, 2241. ; 
roseleaues, 72/.; sesame, 48/.; sheepskins, 160/.; wines and spirits, 
60/.; wocl, 1,0087.; sundries, 4327: 

There have been considerable fluctuations and frequent fallings- 
off in French trade during the- past.12 years, but France is still 
an important competitor in such articles as sugar, candles, silks, 
matches, and stationery. : 

The quantity of sugar imported here is always large, and 
amounted in 1890 to 57,5521., and in 1891 to 70,4751, of which 
43,0001. was from France, 14,000/. from HExugland, 93507. from 
Germany,.and 4,1257. from Belgium. 

The sugar for this market is put up in small loaves, averaging 
only about 5 lbs. each. 

Though France.at one time had almost the monopoly of the 
importation of candles, England appears to have at length gained 
the ascendancy, sending in 1891 the value of 7,4771., while only 
1,0632. worth came from France, and 1,0001, from Germany. 

In silk goods. France may naturally be expected to have the 
predominance, but the values are not very large; 2,1000. for 1891, 
and 2,400/. for 1890 of manufactured silks, and 400/. in 1891, and 
1,200/. in: 1890 of the-raw material. 

In matches (wax) France appears to mainiain the monopoly. 
The value in 1891 was 1,090/.; in 1890 we find 1,9207. from 
France, and 440. from Germany: 

She has a considerable share also in stationéry and wines 
and spirits, but the importation of these is by po means on an 
extensive scaie. 

In glassware also, though the amount is not large, France has 
a larger proportion than formerly. 

Great Britain, on the other hand, maintains a proud predomin- 

ance in certain articles of universal use in Southern Morocco, 
notably manufactured cotton goods and green tea. 
. In 1890 the value of British cotton goods imported here was 
136,0002., in 1891 177,5002. but it is somewhat disquieting to 
observe that. the absolute: mo-poly hitherto maintained in this 
branch is.disturbed. in these-years by small quantities imported 
from France and Germany. ‘Last year “ salempores ” to the value 
of 4201. came from France. 

The value of tea (green), all from Great Britain, was 17,5637. 
in 1891, and 11,680/. in 1890. 

Bar iron, for the manufacture of tools, weapons, &c., seems to 
come entirely from Great Britain; the value in 1891 was 2,0001. ; 
in 1890, 1,640/.; in 1889,.2,050/. 

It appears, however, to be almost exclusively of Swedish 
origin. 

pire at the export lists we find that France long had 
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practically the monopoly, and still has a large predominance in the gontskins to 
trade in goatskins, a very important feature in Southern Morocco. France. 
The value of these skins sent to Marseilles in 1890 being 54,8042., 

and in 1891 77,055/., being about two-thirds of the whole French 

export trade. 

It is very satisfactory to note, however, that Great Britain is To England. 
commencing to take an important share in this trade, the value of 
goatskins to London in 1890 being 8,865/., and in 1891 15,639. 

A large proportion was, doubtless, for transhipment to the 
United States, where Mogador skins have hitherto proved more 
‘saleable than in England, but I am informed that prospects of sales 
on the London market are improving. 

Of almonds Great Britain has of late years taken a good and Almonds. 
increasing proportion ; thus in 1890, out of 63,350. England took 
29,35Ul.; France, 21,4001.; Germany, 12,600; but in 1891 the 
values were: England, 19,8001.; Germany, 8,5502.; and France 
only 225/., out of a total of 28,6507. 

The shipments of olive oil, another very important article here, Olive oil. 
are divided among a large number of countries, but whereas in 
1890 England took 49,6647. worth, out of a total exportation of 
138,720/., in 1891 we only sce 8,960l. going to Great Britain, 
10,9552. to France, 10,710. to Germany, but it must be remem- 
bered that the market for this article was much lower in London 
last year than in Marseilles and Hamburg, and there are other 
reasons assignable for the keeping up of the shipments to 
Marséilles. This discrepancy, together with the large value of 
olive oil. taken to Germany when the German steamers commenced 
working in 1890, viz., 29,248/., may be considered as among the 
principal causes of the falling-off of Great Britain’s proportion of 
the general export trade. 

The duty fixed on these in 1890 was too high to allow of a Barley and 
profitable margin for business, especially in wheat. In 1891 Wheat 
2,102 quarters of barley were exported, estimated here at 1. per 
quarter, of which 1810 quarters went to England and 292 quarters 
to Portugal. 

There ceems to have been some revival of the ostrich-feather Ostrich 
trade, which had of late years suffered so severely from the feathers 
development of ostrich-farming at the Cape, and consequent great 
lowering of prices. The value of 15,190. was exported, and it is 
gratifying to note that England appears to have taken the whole, 
ag she did the previous year also, when it only amounted to 2,100/. 

Of native beeswax Great Britain took the value of 9,2887. out Beeswax. 
of a total of 14,7602. 

Of gums the British share was also satisfactory, amounting to Gums. 
19,1810. out of a total of 35,3312 . : ; ; 

Without going into the detailed consideration of minor articles 
it is evident from the foregoing that the enormous proportion of 
goatskins going to France militates against Great Britain having 
so large a share in the export trade as she maintains in the imports, 
and it is specially satisfactory to note the lessening of French pre- 
dominance during the past two years. 
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The articles in which foreign countries command this-market 
to the exclusion of British merchandise are, 1 am happy to say, 
few, and comparatively insignificant in value, and not generally 
articles which Great Britain produces. 

Looking down the alphabetical list of imports in 1891 we 
come, after the licht German beer already mentioned, to cochineal, 
which is largely cultivated at the. neighbouring Canary Islands, 
and is received only from thence. 

Next comes coral, received from France, but doubtless of 
Italian origin. 

Then sundry gums (perfume and incense), but gum-olibanum 
and gum-benjamin from England represent a larger value than 
those sundries. 

The bar-iron received from England. is, as mentioned in the 

revious section, almost invariably of Swedish origin. This 
should be looked into by our iron-masters. 

Of matches, France seems to retain. the practical monopoly, to 
combat. which Engtish makers should produce thin wax matelns 
of low quality, capable of being sold ‘here at about:2s. per gross 
(wholesale). 

The sturdy, thick, white matches of London streets are too 
good and dear for Moorish markets. Wooden and “safety” 


matches are practically unsaleable. 


Silk manufactures have becn referred to in the previous 
section as being at present a successful French speciality. 

Under the head of stationery we find practically a French 
monopoly this year in coarse (yellow) wrapping-paper, the quality 
of which is indicated by the fact that 18,360 reams are estimated 
at 512/., so that it seems doubtful whether English paper-mills 
could preduce anything so cheap. 

For spirits and wines, generally of cheap classes, it can hardly 
be. expected that England could.compete successfully with France, 
Germany, and Spain, but the importation is not large. In 1891, 
however, we find the value of 1197. from Germany, 2281. from 
Great Britain, and 2012. from France, the importation from Spain 
(including the Canaries) being probably comprised in the item of 
“sundries” (2,684/.) brought by French steamers, it being found 
impracticable to obtain any details of the small direct Spanish 
trade. with this port by the one steamer which comes here 
monthly. ; 

French tiles for flooring and decorative purposes could doubt- 
less be obtained equally well in England, but the quantity is 
unimportant, only 25 tons in 1891, valued at 245/, all from 
France: 


Development of British Trade. 


It having been shown in the foregoing sections that the 
British share in the trade of this district is of a proportion to be 


development. 
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satisfactory to commercial patriotism, it is evident that we must 

loo: for the advancement of British trade to measures of general 

utility, and to the fuller development of the agricultural resources * 
and commercial interests of Morocco. 

The permanent permission for the exportation of all cereals at Uxportationof 
a moderate duty (that on wheat being now apparently quite grain at 
prohibitive, and that on barley nearly so), with the reservation by ae 
His Shereefian Majesty of power to prohibit such exportation in ~~ 
times of national scarcity, would do much to encourage and 
largely increase agricultural operations throughout this most 
fertile country. ; 

Another important factor in this direction would be the guropeansto 

proper recognition and establishment of the privileges ostensibly. be allowed to 
granted to Europeans by the Madrid Convention (Article XI), bo! land. 
the permission to hold land and house property in this Empire. 
This seems, at any rate in these southern districts, practically a 
dead letter, for it has hitherto proved in most cases impossible to 
get Moorish notaries to legalise deeds of sale or transfer of real 
estate for Europeans, who are thus unable to conduct any 
thorough experiments in intelligent farming. 

The exportation of live animals, at a reasonable duty, would Live animals. 
also give an impetus to stock-breeding generally. 

Improved cultivation of some of the excellent fruits of the Fruits. 
country might lead to exportation of wine, and of grapes, raisins, 
oranges, and figs, the latter being of course properly prepared and 
pressed for export as in Turkey, not roughly dried as at present. 

There is little doubt that there are considerable mineral yfineral 
resources in Southern Morocco, in copper, lead, antimony, iron, resources. 
&c., the development of which, with the necessary concomitant 
of railways, would be of considerable advantage to British trade. 

With European farming and good irrigation new products New products 
might be advantageously tried, such as cotton, which was 
cultivated for a short time during the American war, tobacco, 
coffee, cochineal, &c. 


Commercial Travellers. 

Mogador is very occasionally visited by English and Frenchi Qceasionat 
commercial travellers, German more frequently, Spanish and visits of 
Italian, but I do not think that the business done through their oa ila 
agency has been large; those of the two last named nationalities “’°°"™ 
appear to have been rather peddlers of jewellery than representa- 
tives of important business houses. 

In the great staples of import and export trade, the leading Compara 
‘merchants of the place have already their established relations on tively 
the European markets, especially in England, while, though an ee 
energetic traveller may procure a little new business in the 
smaller lines of hardware, cutlery, perfumery, fancy goods, 
biscuits, stationery, &e., it is very doubtful whether the turn-over 
would be commensurate with the distance and expense of the 

(1313) aioe : cae 
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journey, unless tzken en route and in connection with any larger 
business in neigi.bouring countries, sich as Canaries and Spain 
for instance. On this subject the totals of various articles of 
import alluded to in previous sections will speak for themselves. 

A Birmingham merchant or factor of great experience and 
energy, dealing largely in all classes of hardware, cutlery, glass, 
china, &c., made several journeys through this part of the 
Empire, carefully studied native tastes and patterns in these 
various lines, and brought with him a large and most attractive 
assortment of samples: but I fear the results obtained were not 
commensurate with the intelligence and energy displayed, and 
am under the impression that the merchant in question has given 
up the country, and sought lands where business can be done on a 
much larger scale. 

I am of opinion therefore that there is not much necessity for 
the visits of commercial travellers to develop British trade with 
Mogador, and doubt whether sufficient business could be done in 
any one line to make it pay, except as above suggested. 

As to language qualifications it would, of course, be an 
advantage, especially in negotiations with the smaller traders, if 
coming travellers spoke Moghrebbin Arabic, but there is seldom 
any difficulty in finding a cheap interpreter. 

Spanish would be of use in a few cases (of Jewish merchants 
from the north, &c.), but is far from being so frequently spoken 
as in the more northern parts of the Empire and here in Mogador, 
I am happy to say that English is the European language which 
is cultivated by most of those natives who take the trouble to 
acquire any foreign tongue.at all. - 

During the period under review several German merchants 
have taken up their residence here. 

Pushing with the greatest energy the sale of ali classes of 
German products, on commission or otherwise, constantly on the 
look-out for such native produce as can be bought on terms giving 
a prospect of profit, some of them frequently visiting the: interior 


for extension of buying and selling relations with native traders, 


they have by their diligence and perseverance obtained, as shown 
above, considerable results, but the predominance of Great 
Britain in the general trade with this port has not. yet. been 
seriously shaken. 


RABAT. 


Mr. Vice-Consul Frost reports as, follows :— 

I have carefully studied this important question, and the 
result of my investigations will be best embodied in replying 
geriatim to the queries propounded in the memorandum enclosed 
in your Excellency’s despatch. ; 

1. With regard to the decline or increase of British trade, 
I have drawn up a return (herewith enclosed), showing 
the average annual value of the imports for the five years 
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1887-91, compared with the previous five years 1882-86. In the 
same return I have included similar statistics for exports. It will 
be seen that in the last qninquennial period imports have 
increased by an annual average of 36,9082, equal to 63 per 
cent., and exports have likewise increased by an annual average 
of 4,300/., equal to 20 per cent. The figures for cotton goods in 
imports and for wool in exports, which are given in separate 
columns in the return, will serve to elucidate the mzin origin of 
the improvement that has taken place. In a country where so 
little is done by the native Government to foster trade these 
figures must be considered satisfactory, at any rate, as regards 
imports. The exports at Rabat will never be important until the 
port is improved. 

2. With regard to the effect of foreign competition I have to 
observe that, with perhaps the exception of woollen cloth, 
British trade has not been adversely affected. The quantity of 
cloth imported here is not very large. The demand runs princi- 
pally on cheap qualities, at about 5 fr. per metre, which were 
formerly exclusively supplied by France, but which now come 
from Germany, Austria, and Switzerland. Great Britain sup- 
plied the best qualities, costing from 10s. to 15s. per yard up to 
about the year 1875, when German cloth began to come in, and 
was preferred on account of its finish, which, the natives asserted, 
gave it better rain-resisting properties than the English, The 
demand, however, fur this good quality was never very exten- 
sive, and 1,000/. would to-day cover the whole annual import. 
Army red cloth continues, as heretofore, to arrive entirely from 
England to the order of the Moorish Government. Foreign 
manufacturers have tried to imitate this cloth without success. 

I should not fail to mention that cloth, as well as other 
German goods, have been perseveringly pushed by a German 
firm established here since 1884, and by commercial travellers, 
whereas there is no British trader in this town, and travellers, 
except for Manchester houses, are rarely seen. ‘There is no 
reason with which I am acquainted why British cloth of all 
qualities cannot be supplied to this market to compete with the 
foreign article, the only drawback being that the demand on this 
coast is probably too restricted to induce manufacturers to make 
special descriptions of goods. The representative of a large 
British firm, who is at present on a visit to this coast, tells me he 
is collecting samples of cloth with a view to submitting them to 
his principals and inviting them to compete for the business. 
This appears to me the most practical method of testing whether 
the cloth required can be supplied from England, equal in quality 
and price to the foreign article. ; 

3. With regard to the supply by Great Britain of articles im- 
ported into Morocco in which other foreign countries at present 
command the market. This question has been partially answered 
under the previous head. Loat sugar now supplied by France 
might undoubtedly be participated in, as formerly, by the Britisa 
zefiner, were the existing bounties given by France and other 
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Continental States abolished. Asso much has been said and 
wrifiten on the subject of German competition in this trade, I 
have thought it useful to draw up the enclosed detailed return 
of the quantities and value of all merchandise of German 
origin ‘imported at this port in 1891. The total value amounts 
to 14,2651, distributed over 35 miscellaneous articles, and 
forming a fraction under 9 per cent. of the total value of all 
imports, As might be expected, we find after cloth that hard- 
ware, metal goods, and glassware occupy 2 prominent place; 
specialities in certain descriptioris of which Germany can hold 
her own against the world. Sateens are also an important item, 
and there is, in addition, some import of them from France. 
They are the only article in the list which, I think, might be 
made in England, and it would probably be worth the while of 
the Bradford houses to look into the matter, as the trade in them 
is a growirg one, and in the whole courtry must be fairly con- 
siderable. ‘Che item of tea was a trial order, which, I understand, 
did not give a satisfactory result, and has not been repeated. 
Tt will; therefore, in all probability, disappear from future returns. 
The fact of the trial having been made, however, serves to show 
that no stone is left unturned by our German competitors to get 
a footing in all branches of trade, and that if we would maintain 
the commanding position we occipy, we must not be caught 
napping. 

Candles, in which France and Germany up to recent years 
had the monopoly of supplying this market, are now wholly of 
British madufacture, and the import has heen greatly stimulated 
by the marvellously low prices at which they are made. In fact, 
with the exception of loaf sugar, there is no article of primary 
importance in which Great Britain does not have a fair and in 
gome cases the lion’s share. This being so, I imagine there is no 
disposition in Englishmen to view with an envious eye the 
friendly and legitimate rivalry of other countries. Morocco 
opens her doors on equal and‘ (it must be owned in these days of 
high tariffs) moderate terms to all comers, and she will take the 
goods which most closely fulfil her requirements from whatever 
part of the globe they:may come. So long as this complete liberty 
exists the British merchant has nothing to fear. 

4, With regardto suggestions for the advancement of British 
trade, I would simply mention the following which appear to me 
to be among the most important :— 

(a) The reduction of the export duty on grain, 

(b) The granting of facilities by the Moorish Government for 

.the hiring or building of dwelling-houses and stores, of 
which there are absolutely none vacant in Rabat available 
for Europeans. 

(c) ‘The institution of $nternational or other tribunals for the 
adjudication of commercial questions arising between 
British subjects and natives. ¢ 

(d) The improvement of the port and the lighter service. 

5, With regard to commercial travellers, good many 
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Germans (principally for cloth houses) and some Frenchmen (for 
silks and yold braid, &c.), find their way here. ‘hey have at 
times taken fair but not large orders. They are accompanied by 
{or are furnished by the resident agent of the houses they 
represent with) interpreters, having a knowledge ef Spanish and 
Arabic; but some of the German houses have recently sent out 
young men to serve in commercial establishments on this coast 
for a period sufficient to enable them to acquire the native 
language, Arabic, and to gain an insight into general business, 
with a view to afterwards employing them as travellers. The 
idea ig a good one, and might usefully be imitated by British firms 
doing business with Morocco. The only’ British commercial 
travellers seen here are those sent by the Manchester houses 
having relations with Morocco, who usually pay an annual visit 
to the native resident agent. I have reason to believe that these 
visita, which have only taken place of Inte years, have been 
productive of the best results in strengthening and expanding 
the trade, and I attribute the growth in the import of cotton 
goods in no small measure to this cause. As to what other 
branches of trade could be fostered by commercial travellers, 
much, I think, might be done in introducing new descriptions of 
goods. It may be said that German trade has been almost made 
by travellers, whose success has arisen not from ‘supplanting the 
goods of other countries, but by the introduction of entirely new 
articles, some of which (sewing machines, for instance) have 
secured a large sale. After Arabic, Spanish is the most useful 
language to the commercial traveller, but the latter only as a 
medium of communication with the Mvors through an interpreter. 
In Rabat very few natives can speak Spanish or any European 
tongue. 

No review of foreign competition in Morocco would be 
complete without some reference to the position assumed by some 
of the foreign Jegations in influencing the Moorish Government to 

ive important contracts to their countrymen. British merchants 
haa not enjoyed a like privilege, nor are they likely to do sv, 
since the British Government would not approve of such action 
on the part of its representative. Nevertheless, it is evident that 
grave dissatisfaction must arise amongst any body of traders who 
see large and lucrative contracts passing to other countries by 
means of diplomatic pressure, in which they have no share. Iam 
aware that this question has arisen in other eastern countries, 
where the interests at stake far outstrip in importance those in 
Morocco, and it is thus not a new one. I[ have ventured to 
mention it as entitled to consideration. 
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Rervgn of British Trade at: Rabat between: the Years 1882-86 
and 1887-91. 


IxFosts. _— 
“Cotton Goods: |All other Goods. Total. 

















£ ‘ £ £ 
° Average for 5 years 1887-91 ..f/ 69,559 =} 25,867 ‘95,426 
2 5» 1882-86:..1 41,872 15,646 58,518 
Increase «2 26 «| 275687 9221 | - 26,908 

Per cent. .. as be 66° : 55 63 

7 Exvorrs. 
Wool. All other Goods, Total. 
£ 2 ; £ ° 

Average for 5-years 1887-91 .. 13;730 11,285 20,965 
» 1882-86 .. 10,773 9,992 20,765 
Increase -.. oe ae 3,007 1,293 4,330 

Per cent. oo oe 28 13 20 


LE 
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Return of the Quantities and Value of all Merchandise of 
German Origin Imported at Rabat in the Year 1891. 























Articles. Quantity. Value. 

& 
Arsenic oe ee oe ee Barrels ve 10 12 
Brassware.. vs oe o+| Cases aie 12 7% 
Brass wire netting ws nd Weer me 4 34 
Cassia lignea se 6 vel 4g $s 20 21 
China oe ee ee ee st or 4 126 
Cotton maslins .. ae Ary eee a 12 485 
» thred .. Z| 3 a 7 Wi 
locks oo oe oe oe ” oe 1 17 
Cloth ate ee oe .-| Bales ve 105 5,908 
Drugs ee oe o., Cases oe 6 28 
Dry colours oe ss aap 39 os 6 62 
Earthenware es oe rey (ees ee 8 47 
Furniture... oe ee ee ”? oe 5 20 
Glassware .. oe os = 7 ee 45 800 
Gold Jace oe oe oe ee n ce 4 216 
Hardware .. os se Sele egy ee 62 570 
Tronware .. se PY a i ee 149 1,214 
»  enamelle ee sal gy os 20 835 
Lamps oo oe eo oe 23 ee 1 9 
Metalware.. ° .. ee “s 45 a 12 78 
Paperware es oe eof a9 se 1 3 
Potash .. oe .-| Drums .. 21 58 
Rice oe oe oe ee Bags ee 115 160 
Sateens .. ‘ie as »-| Cages ss 41 1,620 
Sewing machines... vs a ss ae 33 220 
Silks oe oe oe oe ” oe 23 1,038 
Silk thread oe oe oe ” ee 4 40 
Soap ee oe oo oe ” oe 6 30 
Steel ee ee oe oe 9”) oe 25 q 
Tea oe oe oe oe 2 on 147 670 
Tinware .. oe es os 7 : 1 4 
Toys oe oe oo oe ” eo 8 46 
Velvet .. oe os oe 7 ee 1 44 
Woollen felt si oe oe ” ar 1 26 
” yarn oe oe oe ” oo 2 124 
Total oe ee ee se ee 14,265 

MaszaGan. 


Mr. Vice-Consul Redman reports a3 follows :— 
1. British trade at this port has increased of late years, 
(a.) Both as regards the imports ; 
(b.) And as regards the exports, as the following statistics 
will show. 
° (c.) Total value of imports from 1882 to 1886, 424,8822. Imports 
, (d.) Tota} value of imports from 1887 to 1891, 532,8001., 
“increase 107,918:. 
(c.) Total value of exports from 1882 to 1886, 242,396/. Exports. 
(f-) Total value of exports from 1887 to 1891, 489,437/., 
increase 247,0417. 
.) The cause of this increase during the last 5 years is 
attributable to the good harvests of cereals. 
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2. British trade has. been only slightly affected by foreign 
competition of late years. 
(a.) By Germany. 
(6.) In supéfine woollen cloths. 
(c.) By greater facilities granted by German houses to 
supply a cheaper article that ‘svits the market on 
longer terms of credit and without interest. 
(d.) The remedy for this would be for British firms and 
manufacturers to adopt the same system both as 
regards make and conditions. 
3. There are foreign countries who at present ‘command. this 
market in some imports that might be supplied by Great 
Britain. 
(a.) With refined loaf sugar. 
(6.) The supplies of. which came from France and 
Belgium. 
(c.) For Great Britain to win this ‘ikea would be to 
offer the same advantages both as regards the quality 
and price of the article. 
4. To advance Britis: trade in ‘this district would ‘be by a 
reduction in the export duties on the products of the country 
especially those of cereals. 
The progress of the British trade at 1] Mazagan: is influenced 
more or ‘less both as. regards imports from’ Great Britain and 
exports to Great Britain, by bad or good harvests of cereals, 
consequently the advantage the agricultural classes would derive 
by a lesser export duty on. their products would be to increase 
their prosperity by obtaining a more remunerative price for it 
from the merchants and thus give a stimulus for an increase of 
ner nag and in which Great Britain would derive the chief 
benefit. 
5. Foreign commiercial travellers visit Mazagan occasionally. 
(a. Principally German and French travellers. 
to) Their-success consists cheifly in obtaining small orders 
for miscellaneous wares. 

- — {¢e.) It is-my opinion that no particular trade of im- 
portance could be fostered by commercial travellers 
at this port, nor is it essential for them to have a 
knowledge of any particular language, as the houses 
they. represent have generally agents here through 
whom their business is transacted: 


DaR-EL-BA!IDA, 


Mr. Vice-Consul Fernau reports as follows :— 

During recent years, far from declining, British trade in the 
district of Dar-el-Baida has steadily increased, as the follo wing 
ficures for the last five years will show :— 
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TABLE showing Imports and Exports to Great Britain 
during the Years 1887-1891. 





Imports, Exports, 
& £ 
124,207 61,219 
165,110 94,021 
180,311 160,638 
199,148 104,859 
181,189 204,994 











The falling-off in the imports of last year compared with 1890 
is entirely due to the gloomy prospects et the commencement of 
the year and to the very unfavourable rate of exchange during 
the last quarter, but is not in any way attributable to the com- 
petition of other countries. From the Consular returns of exports 
and imports for the period 1887~1891 it will be seen that British 
trade in this district has increased to a much larger proportionate 
extent than that of cther countries excepting Germany. The 
imports from Germany in 1887 amounted to 7,728/., in 1891 they 
reached 16,528/., the exports in 1887 were 4,6521., last year they 
amounted to 21,3741. This large increase in German trade is due 
partly to direct steam communication established within the last 
two years and partly to the great activity of German manu- 
facturers. 

On the whole it does not appear that British trade has been 
materially affected by the competition of other foreign countries 
during recent years. 

The articles of import into this district in which other 
countries than Great Britain command the market are :-— 

Sugar is supplied by France and Belgium for well-known 
reasons. 

Cloth is supplied by Germany and Austria. 

China, earthenware, and glassware are supplied by France and 
Germany who seem abie to produce these articles cheaper than 
Great Britain. 

Matches ate supplied by France and Italy of inferior quality 
not produced by Great Britain. 

aper is supplied principally by France and Germany. 

Spirits are supplied principally by Germany. 

The trade in cloth seems to have passed out of British hands 
probably because German and Austrian manufacturers have taken 
more trouble to produce and offer cheap goods suitable to this 
market. 

The same reasons apply to other articles enumerated except- 
ing sugar, with this exception the above articles do not represent 
any large value. 

Great Britain not being threatened in any of her staple 
articles of import no suggestion for the advancement of her trade 
is called for; at the same time if such articles as cloth, china, 
earthenware, &c., can be produced as cheaply by British manu- 

(1313) c 
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. facturérs as by their German: coiipetitorg, thé former might do 
well to imitate the latter in sending travellers to show their 
gdods. 


This district: is visited: by a cdénsiderable number of com- 
mercial travellers, mostly German; these usually represent a 
number of manufacturers and bring large assortments of samples 
upon which they obtain orders, varying in quazifity according to 
their prices and the wants of tlie traders. 

No special qualification as to languages: is necessary as 
interpreters can always be engaged at a small remuneration. 


Z LARAICHRE. 


Mr. Vice-Consul Imossi reports as follows :— : 

The British trade in my. district appreciably declined‘in tlie 
exports, and increased in the imports. In my. opinion the éatise of 
the decline in the exports is caused by the low prices of graiii in 
England; and the hedvy duties paid for grain to the Moorish 
Government. | ; : - 

The date of the decrease is since 1885. : Pe 

_ 2, Spain and Portugal make a great competition with Great 
Britain in grains. Large aumbers of sailing vessels comé to this 
port to buy beans and bar'ey for Spain and Portiigal: is 

3; The only article of import into Morocco in which othér 
countries command the market is loaf sugar. Thiésis the only article 
imported by France from Marseilles in latge quantities, and how 
Great Britain could, win: the market I do not know.. 

4, The. suggestion, in my opiiion, for the advancement of 
British: trade m general in this country is by inducing the 
Moorish Government to lower the duties: _ 

5. My district is very seldom visited by foreign commercial 
ttavellers; they generally go to the interiof, say Fez and 
Mequinez, and when they do come to this port never obtain large 
orders. 

The languages the travellers should possess are Arabic dnd 


Spanish. 
Sarrr 


Mr. Vice-Cotisul Hundt-reports-as: follows: 

I have carefully examited arid conipared'the tables-of statistics 
of the general trade of this port during the years 1885 to 1891; 
and have comé to the conclision that the trade carried on With 
Great Britiiii has neither bééir appreciably affected by foreign com- 
petition, nor suffered any remarkable decrease; neither: has it 
been in aiiy ihpoxtant way increased’ duritig the-aforementidned 

eriod. 

Where there has beén a falling-off in the imports and exports; 

of a variation, it is clearly accounted for by favourable or unfavour= 


- 
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able yields of the grain crops in those years, and is in no wise due 
to the active competition of other countries. Great Britain 
continues to command more than one-half of the aggregate import 
trade, and receives direct from this port four-fifths of the exports. 

The trade of this district is almost exclusively in the hands of 
British merchants, some of whom have been established for a 
considerable number of years, who not only transact the direct 
British trade but carry on alse that of the foreign countries. 

The sugar trade, which is one of the principal and important 
items of value imported to this port, is supplied by Belgium, 
France, Germany, and Holland, which countries continue to com- 
mand the market, none coming from England except transhipments 
from those countries. British as well as foreign commercial 
travellers have occasionally during the last few years visited this 
port, but so far their visits have not been productive of important 
results, as the business is transacted by the resident British 
merchants, who have their agents in England. 

I do not think that any new trade can be fostered in this 
country at present. I believe by a reduction of the high export 
duties levied on the products of the country, especially on cereals, 
with a better and just administration by the officials in power, 
that the grain trade would at once increase to an incredible 
degree. ‘The wealth of this country as it is now managed 
undoubtedly lies in the agricultural industry, and its capabilities 
are undoubtable. It can already be foreseen that this season’s 
product of grain, raised by a peasantry sorely oppressed, will 
show a remarkable feature, the bulk of which will be shipped to 
the markets of Great Britain. 
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